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NOVEMBER MEETING. 

THE 

stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 13th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. In the absence of the President, 

the first Vice-President, Mr. Warren, occupied the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved. 
The Librarian called attention to the recent gift, by Mr. 

Ellerton James, of Milton, of a complete set of The Gentleman9s 

Magazine from its beginning in 1731 to the year 1907, in fine 

and uniform binding, a series which is now difficult to obtain. 

The volumes contain much interesting and valuable contem 

porary material relating to American affairs. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported the following gifts: 

From Charles W. Jenks, an engraving by Amos Doolittle, New 

Haven, March 1, 1794, with the legend, "A Display of the United 
States of America." 

From Mrs. Kingsmill Marrs, two French war posters, "Sous les 

Ailes," and "L'Emprunt de la Lib?ration." 
From Mrs. A. Clarke Walling, a piece of wall paper, framed, 

from the Paul Revere House. 

From John W. Farwell, a signed proof of his bookplate, engraved 
by Sidney L. Smith. 

From the estate of Charles Carleton Coffin, a book of stock 

certificates, 1861, of the Confederate States, with a few blanks 

remaining. 
From Miss Ellen A. Robbins Stone, of Lexington, engravings of 

Rev. Caleb Stetson, Nathan Robbins, and Mrs. Eliza Lee Folien. 
From Mrs. James Barr Ames, of Cambridge, an Anti-Slavery 

"Liberty Bell," used in the home of her parents, George R. and 
Sarah (Shaw) Russell, in Louisburg Square, Boston. 

From Mr. Norcross, photograph views of the old Feather Ware 

house, in Boston, of the Parkman House on Hanover Street, and 

of the shop of Joseph Foster, goldsmith, on North Street; and the 
medal of the Boston Congress of the Sons of the American Revolu 

tion, struck in 1912, showing the Old State House. 
From Henry Pennypacker, Headmaster of the Boston Latin 

School, the bronze medal of the Massachusetts High School Athletic 
Association. 
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From Fred Joy, two souvenir pennies of Louisburg. 
From H. A. Gray, a Swift and Company "dollar." 
From the Whitehead and Hoag Company, of Newark, N. J., the 

Robbins Company, of Attleboro, Mass., the selectmen of Lincoln, 
of Milton, and of Winchester, Mass., from G. E. Campbell, of 

Wakefield, and from Philip E. Brady, Mayor of Attleboro, a collec 
tion of service medals awarded to returned soldiers and to families 
of deceased soldiers. 

From Dr. Farlow, a photograph of King Edward and Emperor 
William, taken in Homburg, perhaps in 1909, which he bought there 

in August, 1911. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the receipt of a 

letter from Fred Norris Robinson, of Cambridge, accepting his 

election as a Resident Member of the Society. 
The Editor reported the following gifts of mss.: 

From George Peabody Wetmore, a letter of Washington Hunt 
to George Dawson, January 26, 1845, on Native Americanism and 
the admission of Texas into the Union. 

From Mrs. Charles A. Prince, granddaughter of Rufus Choate 
and daughter of Ellerton Pratt, a number of letters, 1807-1824, 

among others from Daniel Webster, Mills Olcott and Jeremiah 
Mason. They come to the Society at the instance of Senator Lodge. 

From Dr. Edward H. Bradford, a letter of Rev. Charles Lowell, 
without year, addressed to the editors of the Christian Register, on 

Bishop Cheverus. 
From Miss Edith Crehore, papers on property in Avon Place, 

Boston, bought in 1849 by her parents Edward and Sarah Minns 

(Tileston) Crehore. 
From Ellen A. Robbins Stone, of Lexington, papers on abolition. 
From George L. Shepley, a photostat reproduction of a copy of a 

list of Providence Records turned over to Roger Williams and others 
in 1678. 

From Charles Hunt, a list of pew taxes in the West Boston Meet 

ing House, 1819-1823. 
From George W. Thacher, the records of the Williams Market 

Corporation, 1851-1919. 

On behalf of Philippe Marcou, Mr. Bowditch presented some 

manuscripts of unusual interest and importance, being papers 
from the family of Jeremy Belknap, a founder of this Society. 

Among them are the following: Washington to Belknap, 

January 5, 1785, acknowledging the first volume of the History 
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of New Hampshire; another, June 15, 1798, relating to the 

American Biography, and a third, July 12, enlarging his sub 

scription to that work. With these Washington letters are a 

letter of Ebenezer Hazard enclosing the first, and a letter of 

Andrew E. Belknap in reply to the third, stating that it was 

received after the death of Rev. Mr. Belknap. Also a letter 

from Tobias Lear, April 9, 1791, on Washington's correspond 
ence with Governor Chittendens towards the close of the War 
for Independence. With those papers are a commonplace Book 

kept by Jeremy Belknap, and letters from Mr. Robert C. 

Winthrop and George E. Ellis to Miss Elizabeth and Andrew E. 

Belknap, with replies. 

Lawrence Shaw Mayo, of Cambridge, was elected a Resident 

Member of the Society. 

George Lincoln Burr, of Ithaca, New York, was elected a 

Corresponding Member of the Society. 
The Vice-President announced the death of Henry Ernest 

Woods, a Resident Member, and Mr. Norcross spoke as 

follows : 

As most of you probably know, Mr. Woods was found dead in 

his bathroom at the Hotel Weldon in Greenfield, on the eleventh 
of October. He died about 2 o'clock in the morning of angina 
pectoris, as it was learned, but he had no previous warning of 

heart trouble. He had been on a few days' trip of inspection 
of the towns in that vicinity in the course of his duty as Com 

missioner of Public Records. 
Mr. Woods was born in Boston, July 5, 1857. His family was 

from Groton, his grandfather's house being next or next but 
one to that of Dr. Green. His great-grandfather was Gen. 

Henry Woods who served as one of Colonel Prescott's officers 
at Bunker Hill. 

Mr. Woods attended Chauncy Hall School in Boston and 
for some reason did not go to Harvard College with other mem 

bers of his class, but he kept up a close association with them, 
and after their graduation in 1881 he went abroad with several 
of them (among whom was Curtis Guild) and remained for 
some two years, visiting many parts of the old world quite 
unusual for tourists at that time, such as Northern Africa, 
Turkey, and Asia Minor. He was in business for a short time 
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but soon became interested in historical and genealogical 
matters and was an active member of the New England His 

toric Genealogical Society, serving on its Council and editing 
its Register from 1901 to 1907, at the same time supervising 
the publication of 32 volumes of the Massachusetts Vital 

Records. In 1907 Gov. Curtis Guild appointed him Commis 

sioner of Public Records to succeed Robert T. Swan, deceased, 
and this office he held under reappointments until his death. 

Mr. Swan had for a few years been unable on account of ill 

health to visit the various towns in the state, making his in 

spection by correspondence only, and conditions had become 

quite bad. Mr. Woods at once began regular tours of inspec 

tion, and my intimate acquaintance with him began about this 

time, when I went with him on many of his trips. I have con 

tinued to do this ever since 
? 

during the last summer making 
four trips with him ? once to all the towns on Cape Cod and 

another to southern Berkshire. There are only some half 

dozen towns in the state that I have not visited with him. He 

could cover the entire state about once in three years, though he 

visited many towns more often as occasion required. His work 

was to see that all the public records of cities, towns, counties, 
and courts were properly safeguarded against loss by fire and 

damage by careless usage. At first it was not uncommon to 

find the record book of births, deaths and marriages on the 

counter of a country store of which the proprietor had been 

chosen Town Clerk. Now it is very different and cases of 

extreme carelessness are rare and usually occur when a new 

official is chosen who has not yet learned all the requirements 
of his office. 

I was much interested in the tact displayed by Mr. Woods in 

dealing with the town and county officials who in the early 

days often looked on him as an intruder and were inclined to put 
obstacles in his way. He always was good-tempered but firm, 
and careful to explain the law and his position under it, and 

before leaving the town he was usually on friendly terms with 

the officers, who were ready to co-operate with him in carrying 
out his suggestions. 

He was elected a member of this Society in 1908, but was 

prevented by the requirements of his office from attending the 

meetings as often as he would have liked. 
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He was devoted to his official work and in the administration 
of the Commonwealth he filled an important niche for which he 
was unusually well suited. 

Mr. Melville M. Bigelow read a paper on "The Family 
in English History," being a chapter of a forthcoming volume 
of similar studies. 

Sheriff Greenleaf's Account, 1761-62. 

1761 County of Suffolk, To Stephen Greenleaf, Dr. 

Febry. 9 To fees for dispers'g Proclamation to pro 
rogue the Gen'll Court to 4th March ... - 

9 
- 

19 Ditto the Laws for Observation of the Sab 
bath . - 

9 
- 

21 Ditto for Valuation of Estates ... - 
9 

- 

23 Proclamo, for prorog'g the Court to 
18th March. 

"" 
9 

- 

50 Treasurers Warrants to the Constables 
and Collectors . - 

16 8 

Ap'U To 34 years allow'ce for a Whipper .... 2 10 - 

10 Dispers'g 53 Proclamo, for the Annual Fast. . 166 
22 Sending out Precepts for a new Assembly 

. . 2 

24th To Adjourn'g the Infer'r Court by Proclam 
ation and posting up Notifications, etc. . . - 

6 
- 

To sending out Venires for Ap'll Court ... - 
6 

- 

To Cash p'd two Men watching the Goal two 

Nights while the Lock was mending 
... - 

4 10 

Dispers'g Proclamo, for prorog'g the Court 
to 25th M'ch. 

- 
9 

- 

June To the Venires for July Court. - 6 - 

July To 34 Years Allowance for a Whipper ... 2 10 
To the Venires for Aug't Sup'r Court ... - 

6 
- 

Augt. Proclamo, for prorog'g the Court to the 16th 

Sepr. 
- 

9 
- 

19 To Sending out 18 Treasures Warrants to the 
Towns. 

- 
6 

- 

Do. 18 Tax Acts @ 16. 
- 

9 
- 

25 Do. 54 Proclamo, for Prayer for Rain 17 
31 Do. prorog'g the Court to 14th Octob'r . . - 

9 
- 

Sepr. 10 To my trouble in pilloring Jeremy Dexter . . 1 
To Cash p'd for drink to the Constables . . - 6 - 

26 Dispers'g Proclamo, for prorog'g the Court 
tonthNovr .. - 

g 
- 

Venires for Octob. Court. -6 
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Octo. To }/i years Allowance for a Whipper ... 2 10 

To my trouble with several Officers in Search'g 
Col. Doty's house for tools to make dol 

lars and for Treasurers Notes, per Warr't 

from Col. Brattle.- 12 
- 

To 1 Officer sent to S tough ton to apprehend 
Doty, himself and horse and keeping him 

two days Custody.- 
12 

- 

Nov. 9 To dispers'g 54 proclamo, for Thanksgiving .17 
Dec. To Venires for Jany Court.- 6 - 

To 18 County tax Warrants.- 6 
- 

Jany To J4 years Allowance for a Whipper ... 2 10 - 

To a years Allow'ce for keep'g the Goal . . 10 

?36 1 - 

Boston, Jany. 12th, 1762 

Errors Excepted. 
S. Greenleaf 

We being appointed to audit and examine the foregoing Account 

Report that the same is right Cast and the Charges therein agreeable 
to Law. 

Joshua Winslow 
Foster Hutchinson 

Committee. 

From Timothy Pickering, Sr.1 

To my brethren in the 13 United American Colony s or States. 

I have lived in the Reigns of Three Kings, who have always Pro 

tected me, and I have all along paid them a moderate Tribute as you 

have done. I never had any Reason to be Jealous, or afraid of Op 

pression. Parliament's Readiness to Repeal Duty Acts of late years 
Proves How Very Desirous they were of Living in Friendship with the 

Colonys. Their saying that we must be Subject to them in all Cases 

whatsoever is like the Decree that Came out from Augustus Caesar, 
that all the World should be taxed. Such Declarations are always 
to be Understood with their Proper Limitations. Our Maxim, No 

Representation, No Taxation, in my Opinion, is Quite Childish, all 

things Considered. We had best look at home to find Oppression for 

it has been so Great and Generall in our Northern Governments of 

late that they have been Obliged to make Penall Laws to suppress 

it. And How have wee for many Years, Oppressed Africans with 

1 
(i703_I778.) See Pickering Genealogy, I. 81. 
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Slavery not suffering them to enjoy either Liberty or Property, 
Especially in our Southern Governments. Coveting and stealing 
their Children for Slaves, or Receiving them of those that do, has all 

along been the Occasion of Civill Wars in that Country. The same 
Measure we meet is measuring to us again. Our Slavers are advised 

to pay their Africans for their Past Services and to Let them Goe 
free. Jer'h 22.13. Isaiah 58.6. 

Forty of fifty thousand Widows and fatherless Children with 

many Others, suffered most Grievous Wrongs in Our four New-Eng 
land Governments from the Year 1710 to 1750. by the Breaches 
of the Publick faith with Respect to our then paper Money. This 

may be Called Devouring Widows Houses. A People who Chuse 
such men for their Representatives for many Years together, who 

Deliberately violate the Publick faith in an Affair so materiall as this, 
Deserve to lose their Country. (Ananias and Saphira lost their lives 
for their falsity about a little Money.) Their making that Money a 
tender in all Payments had the same mischievous effects as the 

Setting up Divers Weights. Its easy for Honest Clergymen to show, 
that it will be much more tollerable for Sodom at the Day of Judg 

ment then for us, if thease with our many Other Publick Sins were 

Brought into the Account. 

My Brethren, We keep our Eye on Our Affliction, A Providentiall 

Punishment, not on the Sin that occasions it, and this undoes us. 
Tim'o Pickering. 

Salem N. E. June 4. 1777. 

P. S. With Respect to Mobs. 
There was one in Sodom when they Came near to Break Lot's 

Door. There was one in Boston when they Broke open Mr. Hutch 
inson's House and Plundered it. There was another when they 

Broke open the Ships at Boston and Destroyed a Great deal of 
Merchandize belonging to some of our Brethren in Old England. 
There was another in Gibeah of Benjamin. This Brought on a Civil 

War in which 75 Thousand Men were Slain. See Judges 19 and 20 

Chap'rs. 
T. P. 

[Endorsed] Piece signed Timo. Pickering. Not printed.1 

Mr. Stephen W. Phillips, of Salem, courteously permits the 

Society to print the following two letters in his possession: 

From the original in the Society's mss. 
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Jeffrey Amherst to John Bradstreet. 

Camp at Crown Point, 
Novr. 2d. 1759. 

Sir ? I have this morning received your letter and I have sent 
Lt. Colonel Robertson to the landing place to send over the boats in 
the best manner he can for bringing the Provisions, if we can do 
it by the large boats it will be much better at this season than by 
employing 

a number of men in Batteaus. The weather is so severe 

that I must close the works here as fast as I possibly can the Artillery 
that I allot for Fort George and Fort Edward is in part gone, and 

the remainder shall be sent out of the way without delay. The Pro 

vincial Regiments will all march (Schuylers excepted) by No 4 
but they must send their Baggage and a Guard of each Regiment 
with it over Lake George and to Albany this will require carriages 
to Fort Edward from thence to Albany, I should suppose, the best 

method will be sending them in batteaus down the Hudson's River. 
Then there will be wagons or carriages wanted for the transportation 
of the baggage of the Royal, Prideaux's, Montegomerys, Gages, and 

the Royal Highlanders to their Quarters, so that I would have you 
prepare what carriages you may judge necessary at Fort George, 

and as you have no demands for the cattle from People in New 

England, I believe the best method will be to take some cattle 

back here for the Carriages. Lt. Col. Robertson will see at the 

landing place how things go on and what can be done and will give 
you information of the state they are in, by which you will be so 

good to make the best preparations you can that the Troops may not 

be stopped in their march but as little as possible, as the Season 
is so far advanced and I imagine it will be between the tenth and 

fifteenth instant that I shall march all the Troops from this place. 
I am, Sir, Your most obedient Servant, 

Jeff Amherst. 

Benjamin Lincoln to John Lowell. 

My dear Sir ? You know that I spent most of the winter in this 

town and on business of this state and that I went at their request to 

Newport with the Militia at my own expense. I have accounted 

for every farthing of the money I received out of the treasury prior 
to my taking the command. 

It is painful to me to make a charge of these matters tho my ex 

penses have been very great, for I am a public officer and the whole 

of my time should be spent in the service of my country yet as the 

business I did for the State at a time when I was doing the duty of a 
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continental officer increased my expenses I can hardly omit a charge 
in justice to my family. I shall omit it but would with pleasure 
receive a little wine or Spirits from the state which they have in 
store in consideration of my attention to their matters in particular. 

If you think the measure proper and that it would be agreeable to 
the House will you move it? 

I am my Dr Sir, Yours affectionately, 
B Lincoln. 

31st of May, 81 

Mr. Robert D. W. Connor, Secretary of the North Carolina 

Historical Commission, contributes the two following letters 
from the Johnston collection at Hayes. 

Elihu Hewes to Joseph Hewes. 

Should this reach its destin'd Port, you will receive a Letter from 
a new Corner of the world in a very gloomy Crisis. 

I can't well discribe the Satisfaction and Support it affords me to 
find you are plac'd in so conspicuous and Honourable a Department 
for the Defence of our excellent Constitution. I have been moved 
from Boston several years, but not being able to get a Sloupe Suitable 
I never mov'd my goods, only such as I could not do without, the 

Rest I left with a Valuable Friend who has lately been glad to make 
his Escape and leave his as well as Mine to the tender Mercies of the 

Wicked. I live now about 280 miles Eastward from Boston on a 
River calFd Penobscott about 23 miles above Fort Pownal where 
I mov'd near 2 years ago. It is a fine Healthy Country well Water'd 
the River abounding with various kinds of Fish, in particular fine 
Salmon in abundance at this Season; The land extraordinary good 
& well Water'd with fine Springs and Brooks. I never saw a Country 
that pleas'd me so well, and my Health is much restored. But our 
Settlement being very Yong the greater part of the Inhabitants 
have not been here Three years which makes great Difficulty in 

procuring the Necessities of Life. But Nevertheless we are very 
Firm being determined to encounter every Difficulty and Sacri 
fice our lives rather than yield to that System of Tyranny which I 
find by the by has been long forming against America, this I am 
confirmed in by an Anecdote or two that has come to my knowledge 
since my Residence on this River for I am distant Neighbor to 
Colol: Thomas Goldthwaite Commander of Fort Pownal who was 
a Member of our Assembly for many years and particularly in the 

year 1762, who told me that Richard Jackson Esqr: was then Agent 
for the Massachusetts Province and that in some of his private 
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Letters which he wrote after his appointment, He intimated his 
Fears that it would not be in his Power to do the Province much 
Service as there was a Principle prevailing in England at that Time 
to render the Colony Assemblys useless, Col. G. also says Mr. Bollin 

(who was Agent before Mr. Jackson) was continually warning the 

Assembly of this Principle then Prevailing in England, and yet 
those Gentlemen were turned out of their Agency on Suspition that 

they were not in the Interest of the Province, Certainly they were 
faithful as touching the most important Matter, whatever part of 
their conduct might give umbrage to their Constituants, but as 

what Mr. Jackson wrote was in a private Letter be careful of expos 

ing my Authors Name except it tends to Public Service and if I 
receive an Answer likely I may write more of these Affairs. You'l 
have an Opportunity of an Acquaintance with Colol: John Hancock 
who is the Superior Man our Province affords. I have had an 

Opportunity to Eye him from the Moment his Uncle left the World 
and Him invested with an Independent Fortune. His whole Time 
since has been spent in a Round of Benevolent Acts, and Opposing 
the Enemies of His Country. I hope you'l contract an Intimacy 

with him, my Indegent Circumstances only has kept me from an 
Intimate Acquaintance with him for he was Accessible to the Poorest 
as well as the Rich. 

Should the God of our Fathers prosper us so as to bring on an 

Accommodation; Among other Grievances I look on the Greenwich 

Hospital Money exacted from our American Seamen to be a very 
Capital One. 

We are here in a Deplorable Condition on Account of Cloathing 
and must be worse; Tho' could we get Wool and Flax we could 
Fabricate & Manufactor our own Ware so as to be creditable and 

Comfortable. We should Pay in Good Lumber, could any way be 
Devis'd to furnish us with the Articles we want. 

But I must draw to a Close: May the God of all Grace Prosper 
and Succeed you in the Glorious Cause you are ingaged In, that so 
these Difficulties may be Settled to your Honours and the Lasting 

Comfort of this much Percicuted Continent, This is the ardent 

Prayer of one who holds you the closest in Love & Esteem of any of 

your Sex, fro your Homb. Servt: 
Elehu Hewes. 

Fort Pownal, 10 June 1775. 

on this River since the first of May there has been caught above 
100 Moose the 4 Quartrs: of some of them would weigh from 800 to 
1000 Wt: 'tis the finest Meet for a Stake or Stew that I ever Eat and 

equal to Beef Roasted when fresh. 
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I have wrote to Doer. Warren Pr: of our Congress as I had the 
Honr of being well Acquainted with Him at Boston. 

Addressed to Joseph Hewes Esqr. in the Continental Congress, To The 
Care of Joseph Warren Esq., President of the Massachusetts Congress in 

New England. By Favr. Capt. Buck. 10th June 1775. 

James Iredell to-Johnson. 

Richmond, May 29th, 1793. 

My dear Sir ? I was very happy in receiving the letter you were 
so good as to write me of the 21st. The satisfaction of hearing you 

were all well is a great one indeed. I continue perfectly so, and 
have the pleasure to inform you that I have received a letter from 

Mrs. Iredell dated the 2 2d. by which I have reason to hope they 
were all well in Philadelphia. She mentioned the children expressly, 
and said nothing in particular in regard to herself, but wrote chear 

fully. 
P. Henry has been speaking these two days, and tho' he spoke 4 

hours each day I was not in the least tired. He is certainly the first 
orator I ever heard ? 

speaks with the most ease, the least embar 

rassment, the greatest variety, and with an illustration of imagery 
altogether original but perfectly correct. His manner too in respect 
to his adversaries is very gentlemanly, and I am told it always is, and 
that notwithstanding he is the Idol of every popular Assembly he 
never was known to say anything personally offensive but in his 
own defence and then he is always sure to make his adversaries 

repent their attack. He is a much more solid character and better 
Reasoner than I expected to find him, and I have every reason to 
believe from accounts received of him here by many gentlemen that 
he is a man of real benevolence and integrity. You may imagine 
as to his oratory I am quite impartial for in the course of many points 
he has argued he has not satisfied me in the slightest degree as to 

anything but the Payments into the Treasury about which I still 
hesitate. I am astonished to find that the Defendant's lawyers here, 
who are certainly very able Men think the defence as to the breach 
of the Treaty by G. B. seriously tenable. But I was much more so 
to find (entre nous) that Mr. Johnson and Mr. Griffin were doubtful 
about it, and I believe for this reason principally directed a second 

argument. On this point neither Mr. Jay or myself had a shadow of 
doubt for one moment. Perhaps we may differ eventually about 
the payments into the Treasury but I am not sure. The indication 
of my opinion at present is in support of them. The court will cer 
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tainly not be over till next week but what time in the week I can't 

conjecture. I will not fail to acquaint you of our determination. 
I do not forget that this is the anniversary of your marriage, I 

congratulate you and Mrs. Johnston upon it, and hope you will 
both live to commemorate many happy returns of it. Be pleased to 
remember me very affectionately & respectfully to Mrs. Johnston, 
and Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie, and to Mrs. Swann when you see her, 
and to give my love to Gaby and Helen. Be so good as to tell Helen 
I have very favourable accounts of James, & that he can now read. 

I had a very pretty letter from Annie, intirely of her own dictating 
and spelling, and without a single fault. 

Adieu! my dear Sir. I am ever very respectfully and affection 

ately yours, 
Ja. Iredell. 

William Fleming to-Preston.1 

Sir, 
I have by this Opportunity sent you some of the books you 

favored me with Viz the Dean of Colrain 3 vols Blakes Moris 1 vol: 
the manuscript of Salus trip to New Orleans. As to the first it 

pleased me when a boy but I see innumerable defects in it now. 
The Adventures of Morris is a low ill Conducted thing. He Affects 
the Misanthrope, but sinks wretchedly in the Characterre in soaring 
to the fame of a Satirist, he proves the Author a mean snarling 
libeller. What induced me to Covet the reading of his Adventures 

was his laying one of his scenes in the Hand of Fernando Po where 
I myself was in more real, than he in imaginary distress, but I 

sufficiently paid for my Curiosity by reading such a heap of indigested 
Stuff. The taste of the Age is much altered from what it was formerly 
in the Choice of Books of Amusement. In the dawn of literature, 
the monks who were the only learned men of their age, threw out to 
the Illiterate many, as Mariners do a tub to a whale, incredible stories 
of enchanted Castles, flying horses and huge Giants, which Amazed 
the Gaping crowd, and made them Glibly swallow the more absurd 

Empostures palm'd upon them, by those unerring teachers of 

Religion. As the Power of the Monasteries decreased, learning 
amongst the many increas'd. As I dont design to trace the different 
tastes of different ages down to the Present, and shall only observe 
that Novels first appeard in an English dress, in Charles the Seconds 

time, when by degrees introduced Memoirs, Adventures, and after 
some imperfect essays, Fielding with your favorite heroes and 

Smollets inimitable Roderick Random fixt the reading of the Baga 
1 From the Preston Papers in the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
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telle of the present age to the History of Private Persons. They 
Introduce mixed Characters real and Imaginary. I know and have 
seen several of Smollets heroes, And Airworthy your near relation 

is the real Characture of Squire Allan near Bristol to whom he 
dedicates his Sophia a favorite book of mine, their real Characture 
are so disguisd as not emediatly to point out the person describd, 
yet they never loose sight of the Grand Constituents of the Char 
acters which makes it only suit the person they intend. And those 
who know the original cannot be mistaken in the Coppy. Where 

they paint this in any form they spare the person but they lash the 
fault, they sooth at the same time they expose oure Crimes, for 

want of Observing this rule I think is the reason that Swifts Gulliver, 
The Severest Satire I know is universally Admir'd but leaves a 
secret disgust on the mind of the reader, they are well acquainted 

with the Geography of the Country and the Manners of the People 
where they lay their Sceines and wherever an Author deviates from 
these rules he fails of Pleasing. 

The Manuscript is not well done and contains some contra 
dictions. Yet some part of it is of use to me. 

I hope you will send me for this Opportunity the first Vol: of 
Brownes Voyage to the levant. The first leafe of Sallus Journal! 
and 40 Grains of Red Precipitate for my horse, and you will greatly 
oblidge, Dr. Tom, your most Obedt. Humble Servt. 

Wm. Fleming. 

Vausses, Deer. 17, 1756. 

P :S : My Compliments to the young ladyes 
? I wish them a 

Merry Cristenmas and good husbands. 

Remarks were made during the meeting by Messrs. Thayer, 
Rhodes, and Emerton. 
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MEMOIR 
OF 

ARNOLD AUGUSTUS RAND 

By J. HARRIS AUBIN. 

Arnold Augustus Rand was born in Boston, March 25, 

1837, the son of Edward Sprague Rand and Elizabeth Arnold 

Rand. The family home was on Mount Vernon Street, after 

wards on Beacon Street opposite the Public Garden, with a sum 

mer place in Dedham. A boyhood spent in such surroundings, 

attending St. Paul's Church and Mr. DixwelPs school, is to be 

accounted fortunate in including much that was typical of the 

best in the Boston of those days. A course at a school in Vevey, 

Switzerland, where one of his fellow pupils was J. Pierpont 

Morgan, and further European travel at an impressionable 
age, lent a tinge of old-world distinction and charm to a thor 

oughly American personality. 

Returning to Boston, Arnold Rand entered the office of one 

of the old-time shipping firms on the water-front. Here long 
hours and strict discipline laid the foundation of a habit of 

unflagging industry which endured through life. Subsequent 

employment in the banking house of Blake Brothers and Com 

pany had led as far as the responsible post of cashier, which, 
with its excellent prospects, was relinquished at the outbreak 

of the war. 

Entering service as a private in the Fourth Battalion of 

Infantry, Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, there followed a 

brief period at Fort Independence, Boston Harbor, without 

muster into United States service. In the fall of 1861, com 

missions in the First Massachusetts Cavalry, then being 
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organized under the command of Col. Robert Williams, a West 

Point graduate and a strict disciplinarian, were much sought 

after, and the young soldier was fortunate in obtaining a second 

lieutenancy, October 30, 1861, joining his troop in camp at 

Readville. 
An opportunity soon arose for Lieutenant Rand to utilize 

the knowledge he had gained in his early shipping experience 
on Long Wharf. As acting battalion quartermaster, he won 

the approval of his Colonel by efficient loading of horses and 

equipment on board of transports, and in consequence was 

promoted to a captaincy February 4, 1862, over the heads of 

the other subalterns. The regiment was sent to the vicinity 
of Port Royal, South Carolina, and saw arduous service in 

scouting and outpost duty. Captain Rand resigned from the 

regiment to accept a commission from President Lincoln as 

Captain, Assistant Adjutant General, United States Volunteers, 

June 3, 1863, serving in South Carolina on the staff of Brigadier 
General Rufus Saxton, commanding the Military District. 

Captain Rand was offered the command of a regiment of 

freedmen, one of the first Negro regiments to be organized 
in the South, but preferred to accept instead the commission of 

Lieutenant Colonel, Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, December 

3, 1863. This regiment was being raised in Boston and pro 
motion to the colonelcy followed on January 22, 1864, with 

temporary appointment as superintendent of recruiting at 

Faneuil Hall. Governor Andrew's opinion of the manner in 

which this service was performed was thus expressed in a letter 
to Secretary of War S tan ton: "In administrative ability I con 

sider Colonel Rand the equal of any officer commissioned from 

this State." 
The regiment was sent to Virginia and attached to the Army 

of the James, making a creditable record in the trying duties 
of cavalry service, frequently under fire, and making a recon 

naissance into the environs of Richmond. At one time many 
thousand troops were under the Colonel's command at the 

important post of Varina Landing on the James River. 
One of its officers, Major Bouv?, has thus written of the 

regiment and its commander: 

The Fourth Regiment of Massachusetts Cavalry had been sub 

jected to a training and discipline which caused it to develop rapidly 
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into one of the finest cavalry regiments in the army. The officers 
were nearly all veteran soldiers, educated in the hard school of war. 
A large proportion of the men in the ranks had seen service, and the 
rank and file, as a whole, proved to be such as any officer might be 

proud to lead. 
The quality of the regiment is easily accounted for, when it is 

considered that its first colonel left the lasting impress of himself 

upon it: that colonel was Arnold A. Rand. 
From the very beginning of its service in the field, the regiment 

had the hard fortune to be cut into detachments and details for 

special duty. This was probably due to the good opinion entertained 
of it by the general; but it was very trying and disappointing to the 

colonel, and to all who had hoped to be serving, as earlier orders 

(too soon countermanded) directed, with Sheridan. 

Colonel Rand's resignation, on February 3, 1865, after more 

than three years of continuous service, was prompted by filial 

devotion. Receiving word from home of his mother's critical 

illness, with hope of recovery believed to depend upon some 

measure of relief from anxiety for her three sons at the front, 
he at once rode across country to the Petersburg lines. There, 
in the camp of the Twentieth Massachusetts Infantry, he con 

sulted with his younger brother, Charles Arthur Rand. The 

young lieutenant urged that his service of but three months in 

the field would not justify resignation. So, with the young 
est brother, Capt. Frederic Henry Rand, too far away to be 

reached, the eldest sacrificed his hope of rounding out his own 

career to the end of the war, then known to be at hand. He 

gained his reward by reaching home in season to verify the 

physician's prediction and to prove the favorable determin 

ing factor that brought complete restoration of his mother's 

health. 
Two months later, at High Bridge, one of the decisive minor 

actions of the closing days, the Fourth Cavalry showed the 

temper of the weapon its first commander had welded. Under 

the gallant Colonel Washburn, who fell mortally wounded, three 

squadrons of the regiment attacked the advance guard of the 

Army of Northern Virginia and appreciably hastened the 

surrender at Appomattox three days afterwards. 

Immediately after the War the young Colonel went to Cali 

fornia at the request of a group of Boston friends who had ac 

quired gold-mining interests. His fidelity to this trust and his 
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persistency in endeavoring to make the project a success kept 
him in the midst of the adventurous life of that time and region 
for half a dozen years. Much of the time he was at Havilah, 
a little mining camp within sight of Mount Whitney, the high 
est peak in the then United States. He visited this place forty 
years later, when it could be reached only by a long stage-ride. 
It had become picturesque in its semi-decay, only a small 

amount of gold-mining being carried on, but the "Rand lode," 

long abandoned by its original owners, was still being worked by 

persistent believers in the eventual overcoming of the subter 
ranean flow that had baffled earlier operations. At the time of 

this visit the only inhabitants remaining who were there in 

Colonel Rand's time were the postmaster, with whom he ex 

changed reminiscences of the hangings by the Vigilance Com 

mittee on a tree still standing in the middle of the somnolent 

hamlet, and the widow of his former mine foreman, who con 

ducted the unpretentious village inn. 

This period of Colonel Rand's life was varied by an occa 

sional sojourn in San Francisco and several trips East by over 

land stage route and by the way of the Isthmus of Panama. 

His narrations of incidents of these stirring times gave keen 

enjoyment because of their vivid interest and humorous treat 

ment. 

In 1872 Colonel Rand returned to Boston, studied at Boston 

University Law School, was admitted to the bar in 1874 and 

began the practice of law with especial relation to real estate 

and probate matters. He was associated with his father until 
the latter (with four other members of the family) was lost in 
the wreck of the steamer City of Columbus in 1884. He then 
took part in organizing the Massachusetts Title Insurance 

Company and was for ten years its Vice-President and manager. 
In 1895 he resumed practice as senior partner of the law firm of 

Rand, Vinton and Wakefield until he became connected with 

the John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company of Boston. 

One of his closest associates in the Company, Vice-President 

Walton L. Crocker, has rendered this just tribute to the labors 

of the last quarter of a long and useful life : 

Colonel Rand's service with the Company began with his election 
as a Director, December 11,1893. He was elected Vice-President on 

January 10, 1898. The story of his life with us is one of important 
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bearing on our institution. It was he who directed our development 
in the region of our finances, into those wisely chosen paths which 
have ever since been pursued to the credit and just advantage of 
our Company. It was he whose practical sagacity, armed and in 

formed by wide experience in affairs, by knowledge of men, of our 

country, its resources and possibilities, helped so greatly to place on a 
secure foundation the investments of the Company and to mould 
its financial methods into harmony with its expansion, while his 
influence in the department of the law was a broad humanizing 
force in the maintenance of the traditions of equity which are our 

heritage from our predecessors. 
But it is to Colonel Rand, the man, that our thoughts are most 

largely attracted, for his was a personality of winning power, at 

once lofty and kindly, pure and yet human. He radiated character, 
and his presence in our midst lent to our official household the 
fine air of by-gone days and manners. His gentle courtesy, which 

was but the outward sign of the inward grace so largely his, won 
for him the hearts of all who came within the circle of his acquaint 
ance. To him went young and old for the kind and fatherly counsel 
and assistance which it was his delight to give, and many a shadow 
he thus helped to lift, many a burden he shared, and many a new 

inspiration he gave to those who sought his aid and advice, or whose 
vicissitudes became known to his boundless charity. Above and 

through all our recollections of him is the picture of the perennial 
spirit of youth with its abounding enthusiasm, alertness, humor and 

companionableness, which remained his to the last, unimpaired, 
though the snows of eighty winters had whitened his head. This 

high spiritual quality, springing from the innermost recesses of a 
soul instinct with sweetness and light, became manifested to us by a 

daily example, serene, lofty and unaffected, of how to live a life 
of sunshine and good cheer. In the measure of all these things, and 
what they meant to us in our daily round of life, is the measure in 
which he will be missed from our councils and from our friendly 

intercourse. 

Perhaps no part of Colonel Rand's later business career 

afforded him greater satisfaction than the long journeys under 
taken in connection with his work of directing the investment 

of many millions of dollars. Every state of the Union was 

visited and the final trip was made during the last year of his 
life. A phase of this work that particularly gratified the 
chivalrous soldier was in helping in this way to rebuild the 

prosperity of the South; incidentally many warm friendships 
were made with Confederate soldiers. 
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Aside from his professional and business interests Colonel 
Rand was best known in connection with the Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion, having served twenty-five years as the execu 

tive officer of the Commandery of the State of Massachusetts. 
The tribute to his memory offered by the Commander, Henry 
M. Rogers, thus describes the scope of this work: 

From 1881 to 1906 he was our honored Recorder. His Annual 

Reports during these years of service are masterpieces of compre 

hension, trumpet-toned in their appeal to carry forward to their full 
and logical expression all the principles of our great Order and its 

objects as embodied in its constitution. He believed that not alone 
the Companions of today, but those of the future, the community at 

large and the nation itself, were all beneficiaries of it; that it was an 
educator of high citizenship. 

In this belief, he persistently emphasized the thought that our 

Commandery is not a mere dining club at which in our social gather 
ings alone we are to cherish the memories and associations of the 

Civil War, but that it had more far reaching objects, among others 
to foster the cultivation of military and naval science, to gather 
together memorabilia of the Civil War ? 

everything that would aid 

Companions, historians, investigators, to understand by object les 
son what the Civil War meant ? and so he urged the formation 
of a Civil War library; the collection of paintings, engravings and 

photographs of scenes of the War and of those who were partici 
pants in it; of flags and trophies and relics and medals, and the 
thousand unconsidered trifles that throw light upon a period and 
that mean so much when studied and considered as a whole. 

He knew that from these things fresh inspiration would come to the 

younger men, to seekers after truth and the understanding of our 

great Republic and its ideals. For years he labored. Every book, 
every relic and paper, photograph, medal and trophy was known to 
him and each one bore the stamp of his care, his discrimination, 
his artistic sense, his orderliness and his consummate, painstaking 

precision, so that everything is in its proper place marked, labelled 
and accessible, at a minute's demand. He strove to make it full, 

complete and perfect. 
This monumental work of his ? for it must be considered his 

work 
? 

is an enduring record of hours snatched from the occupa 
tions of a busy life, from his well-earned leisure, and even from his 

sleep. He could leave no better memorial of devoted service. 
He was Commander-in-Chief of the Loyal Legion in 1912 in 

succession to Lieutenant General Arthur McArthur who died that 
year. He filled this high office with rare ability and efficiency, 
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declining re-election at the end of his term of service, to the great 
regret of the Order. 

Captain Charles Hunt also records the love and admiration 

felt by so many of his Army associates: 

From an intimacy with Colonel Arnold A. Rand, covering a 

period of forty years, and only terminated by his death, I find myself 
a devoted admirer of the charm which surrounded such a man, 
in whose presence no low thought found expression, and whose 
natural aspirations were always of the highest, making one proud 
to become an associate or participant in services which he performed, 
and which find almost photographic expression on the tablet to his 

memory placed a year after his death upon the walls of the Head 

Quarters of the Massachusetts Commandery of the Loyal Legion in 
the Cadet Armory: 

The heart to conceive 

The understanding to direct 

The hand to execute. 

Membership in the Grand Army of the Republic, Algonquin 
Club, Massachusetts Historical Society and Massachusetts 

Military Historical Society comprised virtually all of Colonel 

Rand's other affiliations. 

This interesting, varied, useful life drew to its close with 

but a month's cessation in activity and with no abatement of 

mental vigor; fortunate during four score years to the end 

which came on December 23, 1917, at his home in Brookline. 

Colonel Rand had often consented to take charge of military 

funerals, and with characteristically tender thought had devised 

appropriate and dignified mingling of ecclesiastical and mili 

tary ceremonial. For himself he desired only the simple 
Church liturgy. Those who thronged Trinity Church on 

that bright clear day after Christmas, will long remember, 
after the boyish voices of the choristers had died away, the 

thrilling bugle-notes of "The Lost Chord" and of "Taps" 
? 

the soldier's "good night." 


	Article Contents
	p. 17
	p. 18
	p. 19
	p. 20
	p. 21
	p. 22
	p. 23
	p. 24
	p. 25
	p. 26
	p. 27
	p. 28
	p. 29
	p. 30
	[unnumbered]
	p. 31
	p. 32
	p. 33
	p. 34
	p. 35
	p. 36

	Issue Table of Contents
	Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Third Series, Vol. 53 (Oct., 1919 - Jun., 1920), pp. i-xvi, 1-358
	Front Matter
	[Illustration]: Henry Lee Higginson
	[Members of the Massachusetts Historical Society] [pp. xii-xvi]
	October Meeting, 1919. William R. Livermore; Roger Williams' Gift to John Endicott; John Davis Long [pp. 1-16]
	November Meeting. Gifts to the Society; Henry Ernest Woods; Sheriff Greenleaf's Account, 1761-62; Letter of Timothy Pickering, Sr.; Elihu Hewes to Joseph Hewes; James Iredell to - Johnson; William Fleming to - Preston; Arnold Augustus Rand [pp. 17-36]
	December Meeting. Gifts to the Society; Henry Lee Higginson; The First American Geography; Letters of Amos Adams Lawrence; Washington Hunt to George Dawson; Letter of William Knox; Thomas Franklin Waters [pp. 37-64]
	January Meeting, 1920. Gifts to the Society; Bishop Kennett to Benjamin Colman; John Tyler Hassam [pp. 65-91]
	February Meeting. Gifts to the Society; Henry Fitch Jenks; Edward Henry Clement; The Real Frankenstein; Henry Lee Higginson [pp. 92-127]
	March Meeting. Gifts to the Society; George Hodges [pp. 128-139]
	Annual Meeting, April, 1920. Andrew McFarland Davis; Report of the Council; Report of the Treasurer; Report of the Cabinet-Keeper; The Herefordshire Tragedy; Charles Russell Codman [pp. 140-176]
	May Meeting. Gifts to the Society; Committees of the Society; Henry Fitch Jenks [pp. 177-184]
	June Meeting. Gifts to the Society; Letters of John Eliot; The Glasgow-Weekly-History, 1743; Log of the Columbia, 1790-1792; Lee-Thornely Letters, 1840-1847; Roxbury Committee of Vigilance, 1834-1835; Joseph Story to H. A. S. Dearborn; Eliphalet Nott to Chesselden Ellis; Thomas B. Wait to James Savage; William Roscoe Livermore [pp. 185-342]
	Back Matter



